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Ushering in the Abundant Life as 
Christ Promised
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From the Board Chairperson

Jesus Christ, as our Good Shepherd, came that we may have life and have it abundantly – John 
10: 10b

The Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI) is committed to ushering in the abundant 
�O�L�I�H�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�� �K�D�V�� �S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G�� �L�Q�� �I�X�O�¿�O�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����7�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�H�G�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �D�V��
stewards of God’s creation, living in a society where peace, justice, integrity of creation and 
abundance of life reign.

�7�K�H���.�.�)�,�¶�V���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���S�O�D�Q���������������������������L�V���D�O�L�J�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���9�L�V�L�R�Q�����0�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
Goals (VMG). The strategy of KKFI has always been formulated within a larger corporate strategy that is based on 
a realistic foundation of long-term sustainability of its programs and social services through prudent management 
of its resources.

The Foundation continues to implement its comprehensive program for total human development and social 
transformation focused on two major components: social services and capability-building for community 
development.

�6�L�Q�F�H���������������Z�H���K�D�Y�H���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�G���R�X�U���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�Q�G���R�X�U���Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��
our partnership with the Department of Education and TESDA. We have also maintained and expanded our global 
networking to include the United Methodist Women, General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) General Board 
of Church and Society (GBCS) La Grange College, Georgia, USA and the North Georgia Annual Conference of 
the United Methodist Church.

Gilead Center for Children and Youth Welfare, for example, has metamorphosed from a center-based half-way 
house for street children to a community-based training center offering alternative education, life skills training, 
parent effectiveness development and livelihood skills projects and opportunities to parents, especially to mothers.

As of this writing, our Executive Director will present to KKFI Program and Legal Committees a draft MOA 
with a possible new partner based in Plaridel, Bulacan, the Next Generation Technological College (NGTC) 
on Training for Employment or T4E Program. This program offers to out-of-school youth TESDA-accredited 
courses using the Dual Training System (DTS)) which will allow them to learn and earn at the same time. KKFI 
in partnership with NGTC will offer six (6) vocational courses where at the heart of the curriculum is Discipleship 
–an avenue to win souls through organizing the students in small-discipleship-group.

On KKFI’s self-reliance objective, I’m pleased to say that KKFI had generated revenues which took care of 
�������������R�I���W�K�H���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�����V�R�F�L�D�O���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H�V�����.�.�)�,�¶�V���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���D�V���R�I��
end of same period remains healthy and strong.

To God be the glory!

David D. Gutierrez
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Serving the Filipino people
—the KKFI Way

From the Executive Director

“Be of service,” declares American actress Gillian Anderson famous for her role as Special 
Agent Dana Scully in the hit television show, “The X Files.” Anderson further says: “… 
there is nothing that harvests more of a feeling of empowerment than being of service to 
someone in need.”

What Anderson said was not at all a mystery to those who work for and with Kapatiran-
Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. We get to repeatedly enjoy the feeling of empowerment and joy 
by helping others.

We have enjoyed being of service so much that we keep upgrading existing programs of KKFI and continue 
looking for additional programs that will reach out to more people in need.

We feel it’s important to constantly tweak our systems and processes to make sure that KKFI programs remain 
�U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���W�R���R�X�U���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V�����:�H���P�X�V�W���V�W�D�\���S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�H�������:�H���P�X�V�W���E�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���D�G�M�X�V�W���W�R���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���V�R�F�L�D�O��
landscape and the shifting needs of the Filipino people.

�7�K�L�V���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�X�O�W�X�U�H���K�D�V���V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���Z�H�O�O���L�Q���P�D�Q�\���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�V�����E�X�W���H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���D�W���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I�������������Z�K�H�Q���Z�H��
had to respond to the need of the displaced Yolanda survivors to be reintegrated to Tacloban City.

The months that followed saw KKFI became busy with implementing programs and developing new ones to 
reach out to more street children and out-of-school youth. 

We strive to help the children, youth, jobless women and men from poverty by providing them with opportunities 
and access to education, training and livelihood.  We saw how their lives transform. 

�:�H���P�X�V�W���D�F�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���L�V���G�X�H���W�R���D���Y�H�U�\���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���H�[�W�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���K�H�O�S�H�G���R�X�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�Q�G��
generously provided us with funds that allowed us to continue our mission. 

The KKFI always try to effect poverty stricken children, youth, women, older persons and families in a positive 
way. Underlying each accomplishment are the collective efforts of the staff and volunteers and wisdom of the 
members of the Board of Trustees who provided a clear vision and direction for KKFI. 

Our stories would never be complete without mentioning the unwavering support of our partners who journeyed 
with us in pursuit of justice and development. 

Everything starts when we decide to try; everything ends when we have accomplished our goal. There is no 
mystery to it. The KKFI staff and volunteers simply continue to work relentlessly, anticipating a reward, which is 
the sense of empowerment and pure joy, for the effort. Indeed, God’s blessings go in both directions in the process. 

This is the KKFI Way.

Nancy Caluya-Nicolas
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Helping People Help Themselves
2014 Annual Report

�7�K�H���W�U�X�H���Z�R�U�W�K���R�I���D���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���K�R�Z���L�W���L�V���D�E�O�H���W�R���H�D�V�H���W�K�H���E�X�U�G�H�Q���R�I���L�W�V���D�Y�R�Z�H�G���W�D�U�J�H�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V��
and how it guides them toward self-reliance. 

�0�R�V�W�����L�I���Q�R�W���D�O�O�����R�I���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���.�D�S�D�W�L�U�D�Q���.�D�X�Q�O�D�U�D�Q���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���,�Q�F�������.�.�)�,�����Z�R�X�O�G���V�D�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���������\�H�D�U��
old Foundation has already done enough. That it can rest assured that it has done a good job. 

But should KKFI rest on its laurels? No! 

When can we say that we have done enough? We cannot shut our eyes and relax when children and their families 
living in Manila North Cemetery, the dumpsite in Pulilan, Bulacan and everywhere else are suffering. 

Christian duty compels us to keep on working harder than ever to initiate changes and be more proactive in 
responding to needs of our stakeholders. Here are some of the fruits of our labor we are proud of: 

CHILD AND YOUTH WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT

Early Childhood Care and Development 
�)�R�U���V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U�������������������������������S�U�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���L�Q���3�����3�D�U�H�G�H�V���D�Q�G���8�0�&���6�W�D�����0�H�V�D���+�H�L�J�K�W�V��
Child Development Centers (CDC). Students in P. Paredes CDC enjoy subsidized tuition. A local school board 
composed of parents and teachers was organized to assist the school administrator in facilitating and running the 
center. We use the Multiple Intelligence approach in the daily session. 

We continue to partner with the Sta. Mesa 
Heights United Methodist Church in the 
implementation of the child development 
center for the children from Manila North 
Cemetery. The church provides spaces for the 
conduct of daily sessions. 

Since most of the pre-schoolers are 
malnourished, a supplemental feeding was 
administered to the children. Manna Packs, 
a nutritious food with rice and dried meats 
donated by Feed My Starving Children-UMC 
Integrated Nutrition Program are cooked by 
parent volunteers to feed pre-schoolers and 
enhance their health status. 

by Rexan M. Dayao

CDC pupils being taught by GCFA directors and staff
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Development and Protective Services for Children-at-Risk 
With our success in providing alternative delivery modes of education for the past three years, we opened a new 
center at KKFI compound at P. Paredes to cater to out-of-school youth living along the vicinity of KKFI. There 
�D�U�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���$�/�6���&�O�D�V�V�H�V�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���G�H�Y�R�W�H�G���D���V�S�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���G�R�U�P�L�W�R�U�\���W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V��
their classroom. 

We continue to partner with the Department of Education in Manila in order for us to be provided with volunteer 
teachers and technical assistance while implementing the program. On the other hand, the Sta. Mesa Heights 

�8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W�� �&�K�X�U�F�K�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�� �W�R�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�� �V�S�D�F�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� ������ �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �Z�K�R�� �X�Q�G�H�U�J�R�� �$�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�� �/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
System (ALS). 

The church is open every Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays for the ALS sessions. Classes were facilitated by our 
Peace Corps Intern and community volunteers. Integrated in each ALS session are topics about life skills, personality 
development and spirituality. We now have four ALS centers: Manila North Cemetery (SMH-UMC), P. Paredes, 
Magsaysay UMC in Tondo, Manila and St. Peter UMC in Navotas City. Their creation was spearheaded by two 
KKFI staff members, one Peace Corps volunteer, one GBGM Mission Fellow and six Instructional Managers.  

�$���W�R�W�D�O���R�I���������O�H�D�U�Q�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�D�V�V���W�K�H���V�F�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�H��
�$�F�F�U�H�G�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���(�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�\���7�H�V�W���O�D�V�W���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������,�W���L�V���R�Q�H���V�W�H�S���F�O�R�V�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H�P���W�R���¿�Q�L�V�K���I�R�U�P�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O�L�Q�J���R�U��
engage in technical or vocational training. 

Scholarship Program
The KKFI has continuously assist scholars by providing them with tuition, books, uniform, transportation and 
miscellaneous fees. Three of them are in universities pursuing degree courses, while 15 are in elementary and 
high school. 

Kalinga Mo, Kinabukasan Ko (KMKK)
�%�\���P�L�G���������������Z�H���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���������D�W���U�L�V�N���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�¿�O�H�G���W�R���E�H���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H��

�$�/�6���/�H�D�U�Q�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���&�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H�V���R�I���$�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���&�H�U�H�P�R�Q�\
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Kalinga Mo, Kinabukasan Ko Program. Children participants are living beside a dumpsite, under the bridge and 
in a depressed community in Pulilan , Bulacan.  

�%�\���������������R�X�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�H�D�P���D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���W�K�H�P���Z�L�W�K���W�X�W�R�U�L�D�O���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�������,�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�D�\���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H��
�W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H�L�U���X�V�X�D�O���G�D�\���� �R�Q���K�R�Z���W�K�H�\�� �Z�R�U�N���W�R���H�D�U�Q���D���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���E�\�� �V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���À�R�Z�H�U�V���R�U���Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�V���� �R�U���E�\�� �V�F�D�Y�H�Q�J�L�Q�J����
�5�H�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�W���¿�W���I�R�U�� �D�� �F�K�L�O�G����
we educate them about their rights while introducing 
them values through life skills sessions. We even 
partnered with Living Water UMC, a local church 
who has given them spiritual nourishment. 

�7�K�H�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�� ������ �E�H�F�D�P�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �D�� �K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���� �D�V�� �W�K�H��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �V�D�Z�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�� �R�I�� �D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �W�X�W�R�U�L�D�O��
sessions and Bible study sessions. Scholars among the 
�J�U�R�X�S���Z�H�U�H���D�O�V�R���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H��
from the local government and KKFI. 

With consistent monitoring of program team from 
Gilead, they were able to link the program to local 
government unit, the local church and even with 
businesses for the needs of the children. This paved the way for a meaningful partnership wherein LGU, the UMC 
and business community are doing their part to give at-risk children the assistance to their schooling and equip 
them with proper values and the skills to face life’s challenges. 

�%�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I�� ������������ �.�0�.�.�� �O�H�D�U�Q�H�U�V���L�Q�I�R�U�P�H�G���X�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�L�U���J�U�D�G�H�V���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���� �W�K�H�L�U���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���D�U�H���Q�R�Z��
more acceptable and they were able to dream after realizing their own potential.

LikhAral (Create and Learn)
�0�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������V�W�D�I�I���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�Q�G���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����V�L�[���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����W�K�U�H�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�����V�L�[���O�R�F�D�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���X�Q�L�W�V��
and 854 children and youth reached in this year’s LikhAral. 

It all started with the dream of providing children and youth with a worthwhile summer. Thus, in LikhAral’s 
���W�K�� �\�H�D�U�� �R�I�� �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� �Z�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �R�X�U�� �Y�H�U�\��
own modules which focus on protective behavior and 
anti-substance abuse. It also served as a venue for 
participants to learn different art activities, songs, bible 
verses and dance. 

With limited funds, KKFI staffs and volunteers tapped 
�O�R�F�D�O�� �V�W�D�N�H�K�R�O�G�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �W�K�H�� �¿�Y�H�� �G�D�\�V�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �E�\��
providing monetary counterpart or snacks. The local 
Bayanihan was evident in P. Paredes wherein KKFI 
was able to mobilize donations for the activity.  

Moreover, the staff in Gilead was able to tap the 
municipality and local businesses thus the food for 
the entire activity was provided by them. It is good to 

KMKK children enjoyed singing and dancing

Hazel Dungog, KKFI scholar, teaching the children in 
Smokey Mountain, Tondo, Manila
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realize that with limited funds, we may be able to reach a large number of population by having a well-coordinated 
activity plus creative and passionate staffs and volunteers. 

Gilead Center for Training and Development
�$�I�W�H�U���¿�Q�L�V�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U�����W�K�H���������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���V�W�D�\�L�Q�J���D�W���*�L�O�H�D�G���&�H�Q�W�H�U���Z�H�U�H���U�H�L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H��

families. This was made possible after thorough case management, referrals 
and home visits. To date, said children continue to receive assistance in 
their schooling.  

During the KKFI’s 64th Anniversary, the center was launched to become 
Center for Training and Development for out-of school youth. The Gilead 
Center will now become a vocational and technical school and a retreat 
center. 

CAPACITY BUILDING FOR 
COMMUNITIES

Anti-Substance Abuse Project
In January, a training on substance abuse and related violence was conducted in partnership with the General  
Board on Church and Society and General Board on Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church where  
more than 40 participants from UMC churches and community organizations had attended. As a result of the  
training, a holistic community-based  response against substance abuse and related violence through  
alternative education and protective services for out-of-school youth and children in Navotas and Tondo, Manila  
was developed.

KKFI staffs had immediately initiated social preparation and series of meetings and consultation with churches 
�L�Q���0�D�J�V�D�\�V�D�\���� �3�D�U�R�O�D���� �6�P�R�N�H�\�� �0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���L�Q���7�R�Q�G�R���� �D�Q�G���1�D�Y�R�W�D�V���D�Q�G���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O�V���R�I�� �/�R�F�D�O���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���X�Q�L�W�V���� �6�L�[��
Instructional Managers were trained on Alternative Learning System in partnership with the Department of 
Education.

During the second quarter, the program was launched in two churches, St. Peter UMC and Magsaysay UMC with 
more than 50 out-of-school youth as initial participants. Two ALS centers, in partnership with Magsaysay and 
St. Peter UMC were established where students were provided with the alternative delivery mode of education, 
awareness about the negative effects of substance abuse, life skills workshop and protective behavior sessions. 

Monrobe Salvador, Gilead scholar, 
continues to reap awards in school

ALS Learners at St. Peter UMC in 
Navotas City during the orientation
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Youth 4 Safety
In partnership with Philippine Children’s Ministries Network (PCMN) and other like-minded organization in 
Metro Manila, KKFI implements the “Youth 4 Safety” Project. This project was integrated in the Development 
and Protective Services programs for children at risk.  Last summer, and until the second quarter of the year, more 
than 500 children and youth were oriented about children’s rights and protective behavior. 

�$�Q�W�L���7�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���3�U�R�M�H�F�W
Every individual, regardless of what they have been through should be provided the opportunity to regain their life. 
�7�K�L�V���D�G�D�J�H���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�G���X�V���W�R���F�D�W�H�U���W�R���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V���R�I���W�U�D�I�¿�F�N�L�Q�J���Z�K�R���Q�H�H�G���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J��
�D�W���W�K�H���0�H�W�U�R�S�R�O�L�V�����7�R���G�D�W�H�����Z�H���K�R�X�V�H���¿�Y�H���I�H�P�D�O�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���V�W�X�G�\�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���E�H�O�W�����7�K�H�\��
�D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���R�X�U���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���D�U�H���G�R�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���E�H�V�W���W�R���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���Z�H�O�O���D�Q�G���¿�Q�L�V�K���W�K�H�L�U���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q���W�X�U�Q���Z�L�O�O��
be their passport towards a better life. This project is in partnership with the International Justice Mission (IJM)

LIVELIHOOD PROGRAM AND TRAINING FOR EMPLOYMENT

Technical and Vocational Training
�'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �W�K�L�U�G�� �T�X�D�U�W�H�U�� �R�I�� ������������ �.�.�)�,�� �Z�D�V�� �D�F�F�U�H�G�L�W�H�G�� �E�\��
TESDA as a training center. We remain true with our mission 
of training individuals and they are now enjoying their life 
with decent jobs as therapist and beauty specialist. Less than 
�D���\�H�D�U���D�I�W�H�U�����L�Q���$�X�J�X�V�W���������������.�.�)�,���Z�D�V���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���D�V���7�(�6�'�$��
assessment center which enables the foundation to assess 
�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���L�V�V�X�H���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H�V���W�R���V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���W�U�D�L�Q�H�H�V�����7�K�L�V���Z�L�O�O��
give the training graduates better chances of landing into jobs 
here and abroad. 

�,�Q�� ������������ �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �������� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �W�U�D�L�Q�H�G�� �L�Q�� �0�D�V�V�D�J�H��
Therapy, Cosmetology and Food Processing in partnership with 

local churches and people’s organizations. We also provide training to Persons with Disabilities (PWDs). 

Training for Employment
More than 14 million individuals will drop or fail the schooling system before they are  able to reach college or 
any university. This big chunk of the population who ended up as out-of school-youths will then be subjected 
to teenage pregnancy, early marriage, substance abuse or be involved in crimes and delinquent activities. KKFI 
hopes to give them a happy ending instead. 

In partnership with Globaltech and TESDA, KKFI provided the 
around 60 out-of-school youth  the opportunity to learn using the 
TESDA curriculum and earn at the same time during their training 
phase. This project, tagged as Training for Employment hopes to 
train individuals who have better chances of landing into jobs. This 
project also opened the doors of Gilead Center as a training venue. 

Six of the trainees will now be going overseas as workers in a Japan 
plant named Rionan after satisfactorily completing the training 
phase. 

Program staffs are actively promoting the new program in order to reach more out-of-school youth and provide 
them the opportunity to be productive members of our society. 

Lilia Bejer, KKFI Community Development 
Worker and Massage Therapy Trainor, teaches 

the right technique of massaging

Orientation on Training for Employment
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS

Church and Community Outreach Activities

The aim of the livelihood team is to train 
individuals to acquire skills on image styling, 
massage therapy, bartending and food processing. 
�,�Q���������������P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���Z�L�W�K��
skills in those said competencies. Moreover, 80 of 
them were able to pass the NCII Accreditation of 
TESDA, making them eligible to work here and 
abroad. 

As a way of paying it forward to communities 
and to hone their respective skills, trainees go to 
depressed and in need communities to provide 
free massage, hair cutting and other beauty care 
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����,�Q���������������P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������������L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���Z�H�U�H���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���L�Q���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���R�X�W�U�H�D�F�K��
activities. We also partnered with local churches and have provided services to its members. 

Networking and Immersion Programs 
La Grange College (Year 2)
On its second year, students and faculty of La Grange 
College, Georgia had their immersion in KKFI 
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����&�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���R�I���������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G�������S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�V����
the team devoted seven days in communities at 
the Manila North Cemetery, Tondo, Manila, Mary 
Johnston Hospital and in Pulilan, Bulacan. Students 
and teachers facilitated sessions to various groups of 
people, interacting and learning while providing basic 
services such as feeding, distribution of hygiene kits 
and holding camps for at-risk children. 

While they came from the other side of the world, 
they were able to found a home at KKFI and its 
communities. Staffs and volunteers also learned a lot 

from them through meaningful engagement and just 
�I�X�O�¿�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N���W�K�D�W���*�R�G���K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���X�V����

North Georgia Conference “Bridge Program”
Representatives from the North Georgia Conference also visited KKFI and devoted three days to know more 
about KKFI Programs and services. The mission trip to KKFI gave them the insight of the noble work that we do 
in our communities thereby, the group have given pledge and donations to sustain the Development and Protective 
Services Project at the Manila North Cemetery and Pulilan, Bulacan. 

   Free hair cut during outreach ministry in churches and schools.

La Grange students playing with children from the Manila 
North Cemetery.



A Day with Peace Corps (Year 2)
For the second year, US Peace Corps chose KKFI as a partner to orient their current batch of volunteers when 
it comes to doing development work in the Philippines. They had a day of implementing social services and 
child friendly spaces session at the Manila North Cemetery. Here is an insight about KKFI and our work from 
Rachel, one of the US Peace Corps Volunteers; “Manila North Cemetery is a unique place for an organization. 
�7�K�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�H�O�G���D�U�H���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���D���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���L�Q��
a variety of different ways to achieve common goals”

Parents Development Training
Early pregnancy and related health issues are one of various problems that the children and youth are facing. 
It is in this light that KKFI, in partnership with the people’s organization, Samantaganor, conducted a seminar 
that focused on maternal and child health challenges in the Manila North Cemetery Community (MNC). Fifty 
young parents and couples participated in this training where they learned about teenage pregnancy, puberty, 
reproductive health, how to maintain healthy relationships with their friends, family, girlfriends and boyfriends, 
and how to set life goals. The participants also learned about how to stay healthy during and after pregnancy, how 
to use contraceptives and family planning. 

One concern during the planning of 
this seminar was how the information 
could affect some of our more 
socially conservative participants, so 
we partnered with an organization, 
Catholics for Reproductive Health, 
where they handled a session focused 
on breaking down the myths and 
stereotypes of family planning, 
contraceptives, and reproductive 
health. 

The seminar ended with bringing the 
groups together and engaging them in 
a conversation about their community and how to heal some of the divisions between the teenagers and their 
parents. 

This seminar was a wonderful way to engage our community partners outside of the classroom and reach some 
members of MNC that we may not have had the chance to work with previously. 

Wish of Wonderful Christmas
Mother Theresa once said, “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love”. Surely, 
everyone is capable of sharing their blessings to less fortunate individuals. Such act of kindness may ease their 
burden and will give them hope and happiness. 

Kapatiran Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI) provides opportunities for kind hearted individuals to extend their 
�K�H�O�S���W�R���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���J�L�I�W���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���)�L�O�L�S�L�Q�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q����
Wish of Wonderful Christmas

KAPATIRAN 11

 Vincent Eliver, right, KKFI Social Worker teaching about 
reproductive and maternal health issues
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KKFI utilized social media in order to generate resources including gifts which can make our stakeholders happy 
during the holiday seasons. Wish of Wonderful Christmas, is a wish that in need children would like to express 
but they don’t know who to send such message. With the help of social media, we asked our champions to donate 
ninety nine pesos or approximately two dollars to make a child happy on Christmas. 

Friends here and abroad had responded to our request and donated fund to purchase the wishes of the children. 
As a result, we were able to provide 
new clothes, shoes and toys to more 
than 100 at-risk children living within 
a dumpsite in Bulacan. 

�$�O�V�R���� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �������� �R�X�W�� �R�I�� �V�F�K�R�R�O��
youth and children from the Manila 
North Cemetery and coastal areas of 
Manila enjoyed a Christmas gathering 
where they were given gifts and had 
served them food and refreshments 
making the season merry and festive. 

It was indeed a wonderful Christmas 
in KKFI assisted communities.

PASTORAL CARE AND DEVELOPMENT

Student Ministry: Under New Direction
The mission and vision of the student ministry in KKFI is not only limited to the KKFI dormitories and its 
residents.  Like the prayer of Jabez–Oh that you extend my territory!–the bigger vision is that the student ministry 
extends to the campuses.  It is all about winning campuses for Jesus! KKFI is located in the heart of the U-BELT 
or university belt, and we have many UMC students who are studying around KKFI and who have the heart for 
discipleship just waiting to be tapped.  KKFI will be the center of campus ministry for the UMC.
 
The vision direction is from the inside out and from the outside in.  We would partner with other churches 
and organization outside KKFI to help 
strengthen our student ministry.  Once 
the ministry is established, we will make 
the KKFI student ministry a hub or a 
home base for campus ministry, and we 
will make disciples outside KKFI who 
will minister to the campuses.
 

The Kalinga Mo, Kinabukasan Ko children performing a special dance 
presentation during the WOW Christmas celebration at Gilead Center

KKFI band performing for the KKFI dormitory residents and staff
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“ONE DAY”
“Better is one day in your courts than a 
thousand elsewhere.” - Psalm 84:10

‘One Day’ is worship and fellowship 
event intended for the resident students 
of KKFI dormitory.  It is a monthly 
activity that gathers students and 
encourage them to join and participate 
in the student ministry activities. 
�,�W�� �L�V�� �D�� �³�¿�V�K�� �S�R�Q�G�´�� �I�R�U�� �\�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
longing hearts thirsty for God’s word 
and the hearts longing for a sense of 
belongingness with their peers. 

 The message, simply, is it is better to 
be here than elsewhere. This program 
is in partnership with our UMYF/
UMYAF from different churches who are willing to volunteer and have the heart for campus ministry, mission 
and discipleship.  This monthly event serves as a venue for discipleship survey and provide an opportunity for 
young people who are interested to join care groups. This will serve as a bridge for discipleship.

Discipleship Groups/Care Groups
�&�D�U�H�� �J�U�R�X�S�V�� �R�I�� ���������� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �D�W�� �.�.�)�,�� �G�R�U�P�L�W�R�U�L�H�V���� �7�K�H�� �F�D�U�H�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�H�V�W�� �Z�D�\�� �I�R�U�� �G�R�L�Q�J��
discipleship which gives more opportunity for learning.  This encourages inclusiveness and belongingness among 
the students.  

The discipleship process worked in all  levels.  An individual should be part of a group that would take series 
�R�I���P�R�G�X�O�H�V���R�U���J�U�R�X�S���V�W�X�G�\���R�Q���V�X�F�K���O�H�Y�H�O�����:�H���K�D�Y�H������ �O�H�Y�H�O�V���R�I���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V�K�L�S���J�U�R�X�S�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���.�.�)�,��
acronym to give a sense of ownership and identity based on our values.
�.���±���������I�R�U���W�K�H���µ�.�D�S�D�W�L�U�D�Q�¶���������R�U���W�K�H���I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���O�H�Y�H�O
���.���±���������I�R�U���W�K�H���µ�.�D�X�Q�O�D�U�D�Q�¶���������R�U���W�K�H���J�U�R�Z�W�K���O�H�Y�H�O
�)���±���������I�R�U���W�K�H���µ�)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�¶���������R�U���W�K�H���F�R�U�H���O�H�Y�H�O
 
PADCast  of Public Address Devotions broadcast or Public Address System Ministry
�%�D�V�H�G���R�Q���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�����������������������������������3�D�U�D�E�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�R�Z�H�U���7�D�J���O�L�Q�H�����3�$�'�F�D�V�W�����F�D�V�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�H�G���R�I���*�R�G�¶�V���Z�R�U�G���L�Q��
�W�K�H���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���¿�H�O�G�«�E�U�L�Q�J�V���\�R�X���W�K�H���J�R�R�G���Q�H�Z�V���R�I���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W���L�Q���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�������E�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J���V�H�H�G�V���R�I��
God’s word)

The Public Address system ministry is sort of a radio broadcast offering gospel music, scripture study or devotions 
and prayers inside the KKFI dorms for the student residents, review students and staff. 

�3�$�'�F�D�V�W���D�L�U�V���H�Y�H�U�\���0�R�Q�G�D�\�V�����:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�V���D�Q�G���)�U�L�G�D�\�V���������������D�P���D�W���D�Q�Q�H�[�������D�Q�G�������������D�P���D�W���D�Q�Q�H�[��������

PADcast is also be a source of devotional materials.  To make it more effective and relevant, we published the 
�G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���R�Q���À�\�H�U�V���D�Q�G�����O�H�D�À�H�W�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�U�H���S�R�V�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���G�R�U�P�V���Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���F�D�Q���J�H�W���L�W���D�Q�G���E�U�L�Q�J���L�W��
with them on their way to school.

One Day gig is held every last Friday of the month.
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Day Center for Older Persons
Another core program of PCD is the senior 
citizens ministry. Most of the members of the 
DAY-C are active members of the (WSCS) 
Women’s organization of their churches 
(mostly from PAC). We not only care for and 
nurture them, but also partner with them and 
empower them to minister to other senior 
citizens around the KKFI community and in 
their churches or neighborhoods.
 
We hold our regular meetings every Friday 
�I�U�R�P�����D�P���W�R�������Q�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���%�L�E�O�H���V�W�X�G�\��
and sharing, fellowship, and meetings.
 

KKFI Monday Chapel Service
The Monday Chapel Service intends to continually minister to the KKFI Staff and other stakeholders through 
vibrant and relevant devotions. PCD incorporated diverse worship styles, which cater to ecumenical worshippers.  
�:�H���U�H�Y�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H���.�.�)�,���&�K�R�L�U�����Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�H�W�V���D�Q�G���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���H�Y�H�U�\���)�U�L�G�D�\�������S�P���D�W���W�K�H���3�&�'���R�I�¿�F�H�����)�U�R�P���W�L�P�H���W�R���W�L�P�H����
the worship varies with different dynamics such as praise and worship, group sharing and listening to guest 
preachers. To make the staff more involved in the service, each department has been assigned to serve every week.
 
KKFI continue to enhance its programs and services to make it relevant and responsive to the needs of the people. 
It is a way of ensuring that the help that was extended to the people is something that makes them able and 
empowered, and in turn has given them dignity as individuals. 

Day C members during their annual Christmas Fellowship
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A ‘Bonus’ Life
(Life Testimony of the Rev. David O. Ahearn)

By Nitz E. Nicolas

“The life that I am experiencing now is just a bonus. 
The clock has been reset.  God has given me another 
chance to live again!” 

These were the words came from the lips of the Rev. 
David O. Ahearn during his testimony at the closing 
worship of La Grange College students’ visit in the 
�3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���O�D�V�W���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\����������������������

Reverend David, as we fondly called him, was a brain 
tumor survivor, although he certainly did not look it. 
Anyone who meets him would say he looks healthy, 
vibrant and joyful as a person can be. 

It turned out it wasn’t the case four years ago. He was 
very sick, he told us. He said he always felt tired and 
exhausted. 

He narrated that one day, while driving home from 
school, he got lost and forgot how to get back home.  
He stopped his car and tried very hard to remember 
the way back to his own house.  In other occasions, he 
would forget the names of his students.  

Mental lapses kept bothering him.  Little by little, he was 
losing his vision. He was diagnosed with brain tumor.

 “When tragedy comes, it changes your life.  Every now 
and then you come back and reset the clock.  How good 
God is in my life!”

But like his biblical namesake who fought and killed 
the Philistine giant, Goliath, Reverend David fought 
and overcame his own “giant,” the fear of dying of 
brain tumor.

The doctor told him that he needed to undergo an 
operation, but said there are consequences.  He might 
go blind, or worst, might die during the operation.  
Suddenly, he felt his head spinning. 

“I used to be a strong man, full of dreams and aspirations 
in life!”  he thought. 

Due to his illness, Reverend David left his job at La 
Grange College in Georgia, Atlanta, USA, where he 
was a professor of Religion and Philosophy.  He was 
also an elder pastor connected to the North Georgia 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, USA.

Though he felt so weak then, his faith in God made him 
stronger especially when he saw the caring faces of his 
wife, his son and his daughter. They were there, always 
around, took good care of him and have supported him 
until he was healed.

Rev. David O. Ahearn, top center, with children from the 
Manila North Cemetery

Feature Stories
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“How can being sick be the best thing that ever happened 
to anyone?” asked Reverend David.

It happened to him.  God was with him during the lowest 
moment of his life, watching him from a distance.   He 
felt God’s warmth embraced and great love through 
the care and loving kindness of his family, relatives, 
colleagues and friends.

When he got back to school at La Grange College, which 
was founded by the United Methodist Church, USA, in 
�������������K�H���Z�D�V���D�V�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���K�H�D�G���W�K�H���H�[�S�R�V�X�U�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���R�I���/�D��
Grange students to the Philippines as part of the Bridges 
Project, an initiative of the North Georgia Conference of 
the United Methodist Church, USA. 

�,�Q�� ������������ �5�H�Y�H�U�H�Q�G�� �'�D�Y�L�G�� �Z�D�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �%�U�L�G�J�H�V��
Team that visited some United Methodist churches and 
institutions in the Philippines.  The team also visited the 
Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI).  It was 
then that he brought up the idea of the students mission 
exchange program with the KKFI through its Executive 
Director, Ms. Nancy C. Nicolas. 

�,�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���E�D�W�F�K���R�I���/�D���*�U�D�Q�J�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
came to the Philippines.  True to the school mission 
of transforming the lives of its students and its 
communities; and to transform student’s learning 
experiences by enlarging their “local world” perspective 
�W�R���³�J�O�R�E�D�O���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���´���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���E�D�W�F�K���R�I���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G��
faculty were deeply touched and their viewpoint of the 
outside world have been changed and enlarged through 

Rev. Ahearn, right, with Nanay Ursula “Sol”

their encounter and experienced with the disadvantaged 
children and youth being ministered and serviced by KKFI.

�)�U�R�P���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������������������W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���E�D�W�F�K���R�I���/�D���*�U�D�Q�J�H��
students composed of 19 students and three faculty 
members, including Reverend David were divided 
into three teams.  They were deployed to Manila North 
Cemetery, Children’s Development Center at KKFI, 
Gilead Center in Pulilan, Bulacan and the nursing 
students had their exposure at Mary Johnston Hospital 
in Tondo, Manila. 

During the closing worship, Reverend David asked the 
students and the children, “What are you thankful for?”  

Most of the La Grange students shared that they were 
thankful for the opportunity of coming to the Philippines 
and have a fruitful and challenging experienced together 
with the children who have suffered so much because 
of poverty.

Some said that they have experienced so much love of 
God and feeling a lot better about the world, about the 
church, about the future and thanking God for having 
more friends.  One of the students who was on his 
second visit said that he felt like coming home and felt 
awesome seeing the children again.

Most of the children were crying when they shared that 
they are so grateful to God for having friends like La 
Grange students and faculty members who cared for 
them.  The children were thankful to KKFI for doing this 
kind of ministry to disadvantaged children and for giving 
them hope and for touching their lives.

At this point, Reverend David said that he was also 
grateful for seeing his students back in La Grange 
College in class in one way and seeing them here with 
the children in a different way. He said he now can see 
how the students could help transform and touch the 
lives of these children as well as transform their lives 
and perspective from old ways to new life.  

He said that the La Grange students expressed 
willingness to help support the programs and services of 
KKFI by initiating fund raising campaign in the school.



Yes, Reverend David’s life story is a living testimony of God’s grace and mercy. Every day he lives a life of prayer 
�D�Q�G���W�K�D�Q�N�V�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���*�R�G�������1�R���P�D�W�W�H�U���Z�K�D�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�V���W�R���K�L�P�����K�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���¿�Q�G�V���M�R�\���L�Q���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�D�Q�N�V��

His motto in life is based on Thessalonians 5:16-18: “Be joyful always, pray continually; give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  

By Christian Love Daroy

“Just hug them and let them hug you back even if they 
are dirty.” 

�7�K�D�W�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �W�L�S�� �,�� �J�D�Y�H�� �W�R�� �/�D�� �*�U�D�Q�J�H�� �&�R�O�O�H�J�H��
students when they asked how to mingle with kids 
when they would visit in Gilead Center. 

“Ang lalaki nila, Ma’am Love!” (They are big people, 
Ma’am Love!) exclaimed one of the children from 
Tramo, a dumpsite area in Pulilan, Bulacan.

The size of the visitors is one of the things the little 
children noticed right away. Compared to them, of 
course. But the disparity in size didn’t matter when they 
started to interact with one another and do activities 
during the class. 

Though the children cannot understand big English 
words, new friendship bloomed. Big smiles were 
painted on children’s faces. It was an afternoon to 
remember. The visitors and the children played like 
�W�K�H�U�H�¶�V�� �Q�R�� �W�R�P�R�U�U�R�Z���� �7�K�H�� �G�X�P�S�V�L�W�H�� �Z�D�V�� �¿�O�O�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K��
giggles and laughter. 

Seeing the joy in their faces were lovelier to behold 
than the sunset. Everybody was tired coming home 
after running, carrying the kids, tickling, singing, and 
playing with the little ones.  They smelled stinky but 
they are happy.  

“The best day ever so far,” said Lindsey when they got 
back to the center. 

Finding Home from West to East

The big day came, the camp at Gilead Center. About 
�������R�O�G�H�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���F�D�P�S���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���Z�L�W�K���R�W�K�H�U��
students and faculty staff who had their exposure in 
Manila North Cemetery and Mary Johnston Hospital.  
Great fun and big hearts were unfolded. 

The new Kuyas and Ates have freely given so much 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�D�P�S�� �O�D�V�W�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ������ �±�� �������� �(�Y�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �N�L�G�V��
struggled with the language; they have translated L-O-
V-E through their actions. The sharing of God’s words 
during night devotions and dawn watch, the science 
experiments, the gardening, the games--lots of them-- 
�W�K�D�W���W�D�X�J�K�W���W�H�D�P�Z�R�U�N�����W�K�H���¿�V�K�L�Q�J���H�D�U�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J����
the sharing of meals together using their bare hands, 
the session of teaching them to dream and reach for it, 

La Grange students playing with the Pulilan kids at Gilead 
Center
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the conversations which led to relationships, and the 
prayers. For all that they are and all that we are, the 
camp brought each one home with one another. From 
west to east, there is home. 

During the consecration service, one of the kids said 
“Gusto ko po magpasalamat dahil tinanggap nyo po 
kami kahit kami ay mahirap (I want to thank you 
because you have accepted us even we are poor and 
lowly)”. 

Wet cheeks. Red and swollen eyes. Silence. 

It was time to say goodbye. I saw the pain in the eyes 
of the kids. The children do not want to let go of the 
hands of their new friends. Tight hugs were shared. 

�,�I���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���¿�W���R�Q���W�K�H���O�X�J�J�D�J�H�����W�K�H�\���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���J�R���Z�L�W�K��
them. They kept on asking: “When are they coming 
back?” or “Are they still coming back and visit us?” 
Questions that I could not answer. Only the Lord 
knows as He permits. 

I thought only the kids were hurting until the newfound 
family came to me and asked if they can come with me 
as I send the children home. The additional time to be 
�Z�L�W�K���N�L�G�V���P�D�W�W�H�U�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�P���V�R���Z�H���W�U�L�H�G���W�R���¿�W���L�Q���*�L�O�H�D�G��
jeepney. Travelling home seemed the longest. The 
usual noise was not heard. The giggles were limited. 
Only the eyes and the touch expressed their love. 

LaGrange students preparing slippers for the children

“Babay, Ate Abby, Ate Danielle, Ate Evan, Ate Kalin, 
Ate Lindsey, Kuya Chris and Kuya Scott!” Waving 
goodbye was as if reaching to them saying “Please 
come back again.” When we travelled going back to 
Gilead, it was pure silence and only the tears spoke to 
me. 

“I can trade my stay in Puerto Galera just to be with the 
kids longer” Danielle said when we arrived. 

Yes, the time spent with one another was short. Small 
things were done. But as Mother Theresa said “We can 
do no great things, only small things with great love.” 

�,�Q�G�H�H�G�����W�K�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�D�V���¿�O�O�H�G���J�U�H�D�W���O�R�Y�H�����7�K�H���Z�H�H�N��
of being with friends from the west proved that big 
things can happen. They have given not only hugs 
but BIG HUGS with BIG LOVE that resulted to big 
friendship which can lead to big future for the people 
who have been part of the journey.

From East to West. From big people to small people. 
Love became our home.



By Nora A. Cunningham

Chronicles of a Fil-Am missionary

Touch down.  Exhale.  Follow the 
signs. Immigration.  Deep breath.  

I did it!  I moved back to the 
Philippines!

While waiting to claim my baggage, 
I turned my phone on.  There was 
message that read: “This is Glenda. 
Pls text or call when u r in the 
arrival area. We are parked far from 
the airport.” 

I am Nora Asedillo Cunningham 
and I am a Global Mission Fellow 
of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, United Methodist 
�&�K�X�U�F�K�� �V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� ������ �P�R�Q�W�K�V�� �D�W��
Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation, 
Inc. in Manila, Philippines. That 
means that I am a young adult 
missionary commissioned by the 
international mission board of the 
UMC.  

My mother is a Filipina deaconess 
and my father is a white-American 
pastor, so my journey here as a 
missionary has been one of identity, 
spiritual growth, and embracing all 
of who God has called me to be.

I was born in Manila, but I moved 
�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �8�Q�L�W�H�G�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �D�W�� �D�J�H�� ���� �D�Q�G��
mostly grew up there.  In college, I 
began to feel an urge to come back 
to where I was born.  I spent months 
discerning my path, and then 
eventually preparing for the move.  
But when I re-entered Manila this 
past September, I had no idea what 
to expect. 

For most of my life the concept 
of being a Filipina has been a bit 
vague.  Growing up in the States, I 
�K�D�G���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���K�R�Z���,���¿�W���L�Q���W�K�H�U�H�������%�X�W��
especially as family visits to the 
Philippines got too expensive, my 
understanding of my birth country 
moved into my peripherals, and I 

felt like I could never see it clearly.  

I didn’t grow up around many 
Filipinos except for a few family 
friends. While my mother is a 
remarkable example of a Filipina 
woman, I have never quite been 
able to understand from the world 
around me what “Filipina” meant to 
me.

As I discerned my path to becoming 
a missionary and moving to Manila, 
I thought I wanted to do this because 
I’m half Filipino.  I thought I wanted 
to learn Tagalog, and feel “more 
Filipino.” I thought I wanted to do it 

because I want to work in education 
�D�Q�G���K�H�O�S���N�L�G�V���¿�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
purpose, and so I should probably 
�¿�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���P�\���R�Z�Q�����,���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���,���Z�R�X�O�G��
do it because it just made sense.

But in the last six months since 
arriving, I have begun to get in 
touch with my Filipino roots and 
it has made a bigger impact on my 
life than I could have expected.  
The experience is strengthening my 
connection with God, with myself, 
and with discerning who I am called 
to be.  

Spending time in language class, 
listening to jokes and laughter as 
work gets done in the program 
�R�I�¿�F�H�� �D�W�� �.�.�)�,���� �S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�Q�J�� �L�Q��
events, attending church where my 
mother grew up, and exploring the 
city, have all immersed me in a 
world that is so different, and yet so 
much a part of me. 

I have begun a journey of 
understanding that while some of 
my roots may have been grounded 
while growing up in the States, not 
all of them were. By beginning to 
understand what Filipino means to 
me, I have the capacity for a much 
stronger foundation.

Slowly and steadily, the presence 
of God has taken over my life and 
transformed the way I understand 
my process to get here.  I understand 
now that I wasn’t just following 
logic when I made the jump to move 
here, but my heart.  My thoughts and 
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my pursuit of identity and fullness were not processes 
and acts of my mind alone.  There is God in me, and 
She is guiding me.  I put in effort, but the source of my 
inspiration was not just of me, but of my soul—that is 
my connection to God.

Without really being able to explain it, I feel abundantly 
full and yet loftily light.  There is a clarity not just 
in my mind, but in my heart, and it has released an 
understanding of myself as a human being: beautifully, 
wonderfully, and wholly made.

Despite being away from my family, church home, 
boyfriend, and friends, despite not being sure what my 
community was here or exactly how to navigate my 
work, I realize I have connected with the deepest source 
of who I am, and it makes me happy in a way more 
�S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O���D�Q�G���I�X�O�¿�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�D�Q���,���K�D�G���H�Y�H�U���I�H�O�W���E�H�I�R�U�H��������
When I am open and connected to the God in me, I 
understand that I came here not so that I could make 
up for a lack or become “enough,” but because God 
wanted me to see a world where I can understand that I 
am already whole.  

By Pastor Floyd Alcantara

Being Real

Most of the time, if not always, we put pastors up on a 
pedestal. Pastors should be holy and perfect. They’re not 
supposed to sin nor make mistakes. They’re supposedly 
“bullet-proof,” as if they couldn’t feel pain, sorrows, 
and struggles.

I am a pastor and I know that is not the case. I am not 
perfect. I commit sins. I make mistakes. And I am 
totally not exempted from hardships of life.  

I am just being real and honest. 

I believe that for a pastor to become more impactful on 
his ministry, he or she must be authentic and vulnerable.  
A pastor should be willing to set an example of what it 
means to be honest. Like everyone else, a pastor is a 
real person, a human being.

Just recently, my wife, Jen and I went through a season 
of grief and loss. My wife had a miscarriage.  She was 
two months pregnant when we lost the baby.  She went 
through a very hard labor and a traumatic experience, 
�Z�K�L�F�K���,���V�D�Z���¿�U�V�W���K�D�Q�G����

Seeing my wife on a stretcher really hurt my heart. I 
felt her pain.  I now understand how we should care for 
women who experienced a miscarriage. 

Here is an excerpt of my wife’s testimony given last 
�)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�� �������� ������������ �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I��
Del Monte United Methodist Church just after a couple 
of weeks of recovery:

“For almost 10 weeks God gave me the honor of 
experiencing the beautiful miracle that is pregnancy. 

This experience gave me a whole new meaning to the 

Pastor Floyd with wife, Jen



Psalm: “For you formed my inward parts; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made.” My husband and I 
�Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�G�������������H�[�S�H�F�W�D�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���O�L�I�H���D�K�H�D�G���R�I���X�V��

So when the doctor told me that our baby has no 
heartbeat, I was heartbroken. When fresh blood started 
�À�R�Z�L�Q�J���R�X�W���I�U�R�P���P�H�����,���Z�D�V���V�K�D�W�W�H�U�H�G�����F�R�Q�I�X�V�H�G�����D�Q�J�U�\����
and scared at the same time. God, who lovingly formed 
him and knitted him in my womb, allowed our baby to 
slip away – just like that. It didn’t make sense. While in 
the hospital, I spent a great deal of time in the recovery 
room where, I believe, the Holy Spirit ministered to 
�P�H�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H�����P�\���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���W�R�R�N���D�����������G�H�J�U�H�H��
turn. Everything I once thought were important – work, 
career, wealth – became meaningless as I learned to 
value the gift of life. 

While I came home empty-handed from the hospital, 
�*�R�G���¿�O�O�H�G���P�\���K�H�D�U�W���±���D�Q�G���+�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���¿�O�O���L�W���W�R�G�D�\��
– with life-changing lessons; treasures more valuable 
than gold. The day we lost our baby, a new life has 
begun for me and Floyd.”

People often tend to focus on the women during a 
miscarriage and forget that husbands, too, are suffering 
�H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�������$�V���,���U�H�À�H�F�W�H�G���R�Q���R�X�U���R�Q�H���G�D�\���R�U�G�H�D�O���L�Q���W�K�H��
hospital, I realized that I, too, experienced pain and I 
also needed to be ministered to.  

While I needed to be strong for my wife, I also needed 
to be real. I said to myself, I don’t have to be a pastor 
at this time, but a husband who experiences the pain of 
loss together with his wife.  

My most vulnerable state during that time was when 
I was outside the operating room and I was texting 
people to pray for my wife and me.  I was in tears and 
I began to realize I needed help. I was broken-hearted. 
Thankfully, God was ever-present during those times.  
I was encouraged. And I claimed God’s promise in his 
�:�R�U�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�R�N�� �R�I�� �3�V�D�O�P�V�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�� �������� �Y�H�U�V�H�V�� ��������������
That God heals the broken-hearted and binds up their 
wounds… great is our Lord and abundant in power 
and God’s understanding is beyond measure.  I needed 
those words during that time and I claimed them as 
God’s answer to our situation. 

I knew then that God would heal me and my broken 
heart and God would bind up my wounds; that God 
would care, treat, and provide for me. I am thankful 
how God used family, friends and loved ones who – 
one way or another – helped us in prayer and in kind 
deeds.

You may be going through tough times now.  This may 
be a season of brokenness for you, too.  I want to tell 
you, it is okay to be real and vulnerable.  Feel the pain 
and sorrow.  Be broken before the Lord. Know that God 
is close to the broken-hearted.  

God will heal you and God will take care of you. 
You may not know the purpose why you are going 
through what you are going through now.  It is okay 
to be confused and struggle with God. God is great 
and powerful and God knows what is happening.  God 
knows what God is doing.  

I don’t know, I can’t understand – but it is okay. Because 
God’s wisdom is beyond our mind could ever grasp. 
Remember, God’s thoughts are not our thoughts and 
God’s ways higher than our ways.  (Isaiah 55: 8-9) God 
will reveal that to us someday. 
 
As you go through a time of brokenness, respond in 
singing, praise and thank God.  Respond with reverence 
and always hope in God, that is his pleasure. Find 
assurance in the thought that God only deals with us 
this way.  Others don’t have hope in God, but you do 
– we do.
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By Rexan Dayao

Little acts, big impact 

Mother Theresa once said, “Not all of us can do great things; but we can do small things with great love.” 
Surely, everyone is capable of sharing his or her blessings to less fortunate individuals. Such an act of kindness 
may ease their burden and will give them hope and happiness. 

The Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI) provides opportunities 
to kind-hearted individuals extend their help to the needy through gift-
�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���W�K�D�W���E�H�Q�H�¿�W���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���)�L�O�L�S�L�Q�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q����
Wish of a wonderful Christmas is a dream of each Filipino child. But 
even if they can express this one way or another, is anybody listening?
 
With the help of social media, we asked our champions to donate ninety 
nine pesos or approximately two dollars to make a child happy for 
Christmas. The KKFI utilizes social media in order to generate resources, 
including gifts that can make our children and their respective families 
happy during the Holiday Season. 

One of our “kids’ champions,” Heather Jue-Wong, donated new clothes, 
shoes and toys to more than 100 at-risk children living near a dumpsite 
in Pulilan, Bulacan. Heather met and lived with them when she became 

a volunteer worker for the area. 

�$�O�V�R�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������R�X�W���R�I���V�F�K�R�R�O���\�R�X�W�K���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���0�D�Q�L�O�D���1�R�U�W�K���&�H�P�H�W�H�U�\��
and coastal areas of Manila enjoyed a gathering with food and refreshments making the season merry and festive. 
It was indeed a wonderful Christmas in KKFI-assisted communities.

Project Slipper
�,�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������D���V�W�D�I�I���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���.�.�)�,���S�R�V�W�H�G���L�Q��
social media an appeal for donations of slippers for the 
people of a coastal area in Malolos City in Bulacan. 
The response was overwhelming! More than 50 kind-
�K�H�D�U�W�H�G�� �V�R�X�O�V�� �G�R�Q�D�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�� �������� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�� �R�I��
�¿�V�K�H�U�P�H�Q���Q�H�Z���S�D�L�U�V���R�I���V�O�L�S�S�H�U�V��
The same thing was done at the Manila North Cemetery 
and Tondo, Manila through the generosity of Ms. Ruth 
Flores, a member of KKFI Board of Trustees, who 
provided more than 150 children with new pairs of 
slippers.
�/�D�V�W�� �-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�� ������������ �6�H�L�J�D�N�X�Q�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �6�F�K�R�R�O��
donated a good amount that was used to provide more 
than 600 children on Navotas, Manila North Cemetery and Pulilan Dumpsite with new slippers. 
�6�P�D�O�O���D�F�W�V�����V�R�P�H���Z�R�X�O�G���V�D�\�����E�X�W���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���E�L�J���H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�R���J�L�Y�H���K�R�S�H���D�Q�G���K�D�S�S�L�Q�H�V�V���D�P�R�Q�J���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V�����Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G��
inevitably realize that someone cares for them. 

�+�H�D�W�K�H�U���-�X�H���:�R�Q�J���������������*�O�R�E�D�O���-�X�V�W�L�F�H��
Volunteer and KKFI supporter



By Vincent Eliver and Rev. Dan Francisco

KKFI yields positive results
with change of ALS venue 

Changes are under way for the Alternative Learning 
System (ALS) program of Kapatiran-Kaunlaran 
Foundation Inc. (KKFI) for the out-of-school children 
and youth living inside the Manila North Cemetery.
 
�&�O�D�V�V�H�V���K�D�Y�H���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���O�D�V�W���0�D�U�F�K���������������������E�X�W���Q�H�Z���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W��
�E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V���D�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�R���M�R�L�Q�����7�K�H���R�S�H�Q���V�S�D�F�H��
�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�U�Q�H�U���R�I�������W�K���D�Q�G�������W�K���6�W�U�H�H�W�V���L�Q���0�D�Q�L�O�D��
�1�R�U�W�K���&�H�P�H�W�H�U�\���Z�D�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���Y�H�Q�X�H������

For the past three years, the ALS classes of the Manila 
North Cemetery were held at the Sta. Mesa Heights 
United Methodist Church (SMHUMC).

�&�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���� �F�O�D�V�V�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �K�H�O�G�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� ���� �D���P���� �D�Q�G�� ������
noon every Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. Twenty 
children and youth attend classes regularly. 

Life skills sessions were held during early part of the 
study period to reinforce their knowledge and skills 
needed to cope with challenges they will encounter 
while attending the classes. 

It also aims to improve their personality and develop 
healthy relationships with their family, friends and co-

learners. It also strengthens their values that will help 
them achieve their dreams. 

Starting with this year’s Batch 4 of ALS learners, 
classes were held inside the MNC to encourage more 
learners to participate while gaining support from the 
community at the same time.  

The Instructional Managers (IMs) as well as the learners 
admit that the current venue was not as comfortable and 
conducive as before, but they agree that punctuality 
rates has improved since then. 

The IMs have observed a noticeable renewed energy 
and dedication among learners.  Discipline and their 
willing to engage and interact have improved, they said. 
The KKFI teaching teams has successfully found 
another challenged to ALS learner in stimulating their 
interest. 

The teachers said that it only proved the effectiveness 
of one of ALS’s informal strategies—that teaching 
and learning can be done in any place, anytime and 
anywhere. 

ALS learners at the Manila North Cemetery

ALS learners during the Recognition Ceremony
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By Arvin Reyes

Love at first sight… Not!

�,�¶�P�� �V�X�U�H�� �\�R�X�¶�Y�H�� �F�R�P�H�� �D�F�U�R�V�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�K�D�V�H���� �³�O�R�Y�H�� �D�W�� �¿�U�V�W��
sight,” at one time or another. It happens when a person 
�I�D�O�O�V���L�Q���O�R�Y�H���Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���¿�U�V�W���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J����

Have you experienced it before? Can we say that we 
truly love a person without an in-depth knowledge 
about him or her? Will you immediately buy, without 
giving it a thought, an item in a box without scrutinizing 
its content? 

However, I’m not talking about a person in this case. 
�,�¶�P�� �W�D�O�N�L�Q�J�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �D�� �S�O�D�F�H���� �/�R�Y�H�� �D�W�� �¿�U�V�W�� �V�L�J�K�W�"�� �0�D�\�E�H��
not in this case.

There is a place in Manila where you might not consider 
visiting even for a while. Some people here are on the 
street with hard liquor with a “chaser” or a dozen of 
bottles of beer on top a small table engaging in what 
they prefer to call “pakikisama,” a must in a Filipino 
cultural context (or so they say).  

Guns, “sumpak,” (all illegal deadly weapons) and ice 
pick abound here. You can hear the sound of a gun a 
desperate shriek from someone was shot or stabbed on 
a regular basis. 

Some kids and teens here have already mastered the 
art of drug negotiations. Some sell drugs and almost 
all use them. They are not so bashful, either, with some 
of them sitting beside the gutter while doing the illegal 
activity. Violent gang wars are nightly treats here, too. 

Welcome to my workplace. Here is where the 
Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI) and the 
anti-substance abuse project sent me.

In my discussion with young people in the area—
despite being known as drunkards, chain smokers and 
drug addicts—I found out that they dream of a healthier 
existence. They realize the real worth of their health 
and have to come to accept that there negative effects 
of vices on their body.

A student told his classmates: “Itigil na kasi natin ang 
paninigarilyo para hindi tayo hinihingal sa basketball 
game natin.” (Let’s stop using cigarette so that we will 
not catch our breath anymore every time that we are in 
a basketball game.)  

Another student of mine also said: “Kaya po ako 
umiinom ay upang makalimot sa problema sa buhay 
kaso lang nauubos naman pera ko at paggising ko ay 
masakit naman ang ulo ko. Gusto ko na po siya itigil.”

As I get to know them better, I realized that they also 
have a heart to serve other people. 

I saw a known drunkard who helped an old person 
cross the street, a chain smoker who work hard as a 
pedicab driver to provide food on their table and send 
his children to school, and a confessed drug addict 
who protects me whenever I go to the area to conduct 
Alternative Learning System (ALS) sessions and 
livelihood programs. 

My initial negative image of these people melted as I 
get to know them well. I realized that there are a lot 
of people outside the church that we like to judge 
immediately because it is more convenient to do so 
than take the time and effort to know them for real. 

My job gave me the opportunity to do the latter. And 
I’m glad. Now, I’m hopelessly in love with the place 
and the people that live there. Warts and all. 

Arvin’s students in Tondo, Manila



By Fort Nicolas

A testimony not in words
Somewhere in this issue, the Rev. David Ahearn’s story of how God helped him overcome brain tumor, which he 
suffered from four years ago, appears.

“That’s why I’m a four-year-old man,” he told me jestingly when we met at Gilead Center in Pulilan, Bulacan, 
last January. 

I told him with a smile: “Then, I 
am your one-month-old younger 
brother!” 

Ten days before Christmas, on 
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������,���V�X�I�I�H�U�H�G���D��
brain attack, or more popularly 
known as “stroke.” 

It started like any other morning. 
An hour after my wife, Nancy, 
left for work, I felt strange. I 
called our “kasambahay,” who 
woke up my son, who called my wife at work, who instructed him what to do until she arrives. 

My blood pressure, sugar and cholesterol seemed to have ganged up on me as all shot up at the same time, making 
a vessel in my brain burst. It was a hemorrhagic stroke, I learned later on. Thankfully, I was lucid the whole time.

�,���V�S�H�Q�W���W�K�H���Q�H�[�W���������G�D�\�V���D�W���W�K�H���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�����W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�L�[���R�I���W�K�H�P���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���F�D�U�H���X�Q�L�W�����,�&�8���������,���V�O�X�U�U�H�G���D�Q�G���Q�R���R�Q�H��
could understand a word I was saying. The right side of my body totally had lost its strength. 

I did not know it then, but the prospects were real bad. I never suspected it. My wife was really good in acting as 
if everything was alright. That relaxed me at the time I most needed to be relaxed.

I was released on the eve of Christmas in time for “media noche.” It was already dark when I got back home with 
my “entourage.” 

I was eager to start my recuperation. I did not doubt even for a second that I would get back to my normal self in 
no time. At least, earlier than everyone, even the doctor, anticipated. 

In less than a month, I attended my local church, the Del Monte United Methodist Church. On the very day of my 
“monthsary,” the Rev. David Ahearn and I were swapping tales of how God had shown us His love. 

We were there, standing at the middle of the grounds of Gilead, chatting. Yes, I was standing, albeit with a cane. 
�$�W���H�[�D�F�W�O�\���W�Z�R���P�R�Q�W�K�V�����R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�����������������������,���Z�D�V���L�Q���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���P�\���O�R�F�D�O���F�K�X�U�F�K�����P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P��
laugh with my corny jokes, like I used to do pre-stroke, and telling them at the end of my testimony that I did not 
have to say word about God’s love for them to believe it. 

They could see for themselves what He has done for me. 

Fort with wife Nancy at the hospital two days after he suffered stroke (left). 
The couple in a Valentine date two months later
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News! News! News!

That was the last time I used my cane.

In big way, I am thankful to the massage therapists of 
Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. (KKFI). They 
worked on my nerves and muscles patiently. Amazingly, 
�W�K�H�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �G�R�Q�H�� �L�W���� �7�K�H�\�� �Z�H�U�H�� �H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G�� �H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W��
tools of God’s healing grace. 

I was so fascinated with what they did that I enrolled at 
KKFI massage therapy course. I am now a proud holder 
�R�I���D���7�(�6�'�$���F�H�U�W�L�¿�F�D�W�H���R�Q���P�D�V�V�D�J�H���W�K�H�U�D�S�\����

God healed me. I wanted to heal others in return. But I 
know I have limitations because of what happened to me. 
So I did the next best thing I could think of—I organized 
some of the alumni of KKFI massage therapy course.
We thought if we could get enough paying clients who 
will avail of our massage servicing skills to make us 

�V�R�P�H�K�R�Z�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\�� �V�H�F�X�U�H���� �Z�H�� �F�R�X�O�G�� �G�H�Y�R�W�H�� �V�H�Y�H�U�D�O��
days a week helping the sick for free. We could 
volunteer for the KKFI’s Healing Ministry. And that’s 
exactly what we did.  

Because of what I underwent, I may not be able to work 
again as a newsroom manager. Being a newspaper 
editor was too stressful and I had to be careful of having 
a second brain attack. 

I am a new person now, with new perspective and new 
life direction. But I welcome these changes. I feel good 
about them, honestly. 

The otherwise fatal incident that occurred to me four 
months ago might yet be the best thing that ever 
happened. Only God knows. And I trust Him with all 
my soul. 

In a day-care somewhere in the city of Atlanta in the great state of Georgia in the United States of America, there 
is a school called Seigakuin Atlanta International School where young students organized themselves into a group 
called “the baking children” so they can help needy kids halfway around the globe. 

Baked goods for pairs of slippers 
By Nitz E. Nicolas



The Seigakuin students divided themselves into 
groups, each of which was assigned a different task.  
Some baked cakes and cookies while others took care 

of decorating and wrapping them.  Their goal was to 
�V�H�O�O�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�R�N�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�¿�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �J�R��
to their project “Philippine Sandal Project Bake Sale.” 
The principal, Mrs. Minako Ahearn, was the one who 
oversaw the whole project and made sure that the 
objective is reached.

Finally, her young students were able to come up with 
���������� �R�X�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �H�I�I�R�U�W���� �(�Y�H�U�\�� �G�R�O�O�D�U�� �Z�D�V��
�V�S�H�Q�W���R�Q���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J�� �S�D�L�U�V���R�I�� �V�O�L�S�S�H�U�V���R�U���À�L�S���À�R�S�V���W�K�D�W��
were donated to the needy children in the Philippines, 

La Grange students distributing slippers to children 
of Navotas City at the Longos Elementary School in 

partnership with St. Peter UMC

La Grange students at Magsaysay UMC in Tondo Manila 
preparing for distribution

through the children-at-risk program of the Kapatiran-
�.�D�X�Q�O�D�U�D�Q�� �)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �,�Q�F���� ���.�.�)�,������ �7�K�H�U�H�� �Z�H�U�H�� ��������
pairs of slippers distributed.  

A board member of the Foundation facilitated the 
purchase of the slippers while the visiting La Grange 
students and the KKFI staff and volunteers helped in 
the distribution.

Truly, those pairs of slippers were worth a thousand 
smiles.  Many children are not barefoot anymore.  
Their little feet are now protected from injury even 
for a while.  The pairs of slippers provide comfort and 
warmth to their aching feet.

Though their hands that baked and wrapped the cakes and 
cookies were small, the hearts of the young Seigakuin 
students are so big that they were able to bring joy and 
happiness to disadvantaged Filipino children.  

�7�K�H�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V�� �V�K�R�X�W�H�G���� �³�7�K�D�Q�N�� �\�R�X�� �*�R�G��
for the blessings. Thank you, children of Seigakuin 
Atlanta International School. Thank you, students and 
faculty of La Grange College. Thank you, KKFI. Thank 
you, thank you. Ang babait ninyo! [You are so kind!]”

Some recipients from the Manila North Cemetery are 
barefoot
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A Day in the Day-C Community
By Pastor Floyd Alcantara

�,�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������������W�K�H���'�D�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���2�O�G�H�U���3�H�U�V�R�Q�V�����'�D�\���&�����F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���L�W�V���V�L�O�Y�H�U���D�Q�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�U�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���W�K�H�P�H�����³�*�R�G��
Cares for the Senior Citizens.” 

Day-C is a program of KKFI especially for the senior citizens. Its sole purpose is for its members to acquire 
�D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���V�N�L�O�O�V���W�R���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���D�Q�G���H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���'�D�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��
By reaching out to other senior citizens, the Day-C members will be able to make their lives more purposeful and 
meaningful. 

For years, Day-C has been true to its objective and is very much alive. Most of the Day-C members are active 
in the United Methodist Church as members of the men and women’s organization where they serve. Some also 
serve in communities where they reside. 
Let me introduce to you three of our members who are very much active in their respective communities:

Esther Decena
Day-C member Esther Decena serves in her senior citizens group in her local community.  She says she opts to be 
active in serving others because staying so makes her feel young. 

She believes that her contribution as a young senior citizen is to give attention and care for other senior citizens 
who are more advanced in age than she is, giving importance to the remaining years left in their lives. 

She serves with her mind focused on the impact and legacy she will leave behind the younger generation. She 
wants the younger ones to know that senior citizens are important and they can still serve and have a place in the 
community. 

“Gusto kong ipamulat sa mga nakatatanda na anuman ang magagawa namin ay nakakatulong sa kumunidad at 
pamilya ay iiwanan naming sa mga nakakabata upang ipagpatuloy nila.”

�(�V�W�H�U���'�H�F�H�Q�D�������U�G���I�U�R�P���U�L�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\��
Day C group

A day with the elders in the community



She believes that the reason why she is still alive is because God has in mind that she still has many things to do 
for others.

“Siguro kaya buhay pa ako ay naisip ng Panginoon na marami pa akong gagawin para sa kapwa ko.”

Vicky Angeles
Day-C member Vicky Angeles is known to be a resilient person. This can be attributed to her experiences early in 
�K�H�U���O�L�I�H�����I�U�R�P���S�H�U�V�H�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���K�H�U���V�F�K�R�R�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\��
 

She has a very rich background in discipleship and 
community leadership as she was trained in religious 
groups Campus Crusade for Christ and Navigators.  She 
served in the United Methodist Women in the district 
level. 

�³�7�D�R�Q�J�� ������������ �Q�D�V�X�P�S�X�Q�J�D�Q�� �N�R�� �Q�D�� �N�D�L�O�D�Q�J�D�Q�� �N�R�� �P�D�J��
retire na sa hanap-buhay dahil sa maraming tanong sa 
aking kaisipan.  Naging pangulo ako ng mga kababaihan 
sa Northwest Metro Manila District at layunin ko ay 

mai-share ang buhay ko bilang disciple ni Christ,” she 
said.

�6�K�H�� �D�G�G�H�G���� �³�1�J�D�\�R�Q�� �V�D�� �H�G�D�G�� �Q�D�� ������ �\�H�D�U�V�� �R�O�G����
nagpapatuloy na gawin ang pinapagawa sa aking ng 
Panginoon.” 

She lives by faith and she never stops sharing the 
Gospel even now that she is retired. 

Nora Creo
Day-C member Nora Creo belongs to a family of pastors and grew up serving in the church. 

In the past, she said, she often says “No” to opportunities to serve. But after going through some tough times, she 
said it was as if God was calling her to serve Him. 

“Doon ko nakita ang kadakilaan at kabutihan ng Diyos,” she said. 

She has been through a lot, from her experience as an OFW to her life-changing experiences, tragedy after 
tragedy, surviving an accident and even the “Big C.” 

Nora Creo with with VickyAngeles
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“Nanumbalik ang pagnanais kong maglingkod sa Diyos sa anumang paraan…. Muli akong lumapit sa Kanya.” 
Right now, she is serving in her neighbourhood and her church as a Bible study leader. 

“Ang sarap at masaya maglingkod sa Panginoong Hesus,” she declares joyfully.

 (The Day-Center for Older Persons is growing in number and is an active and vital program of KKFI. Day-C 
members meet every Friday from 9-11a.m.)

GCFA directors visit KKFI
By Glenda B. Gutierrez

The members of the Board of Directors and staff of 
the General Council on Finance and Administration 
(GCFA) of the United Methodist Church visited 
Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation Inc. on March 9 to 
������������������

It started with a tour of the Sampaloc compound where 
the KKFI dormitories are located.  They were warmly 
welcomed by Mr. David D. Gutierrez, KKFI Board 
of Trustees Chairperson, and Ms. Nancy C. NIcolas, 
KKFI Executive Director. 

A brief orientation and video clip of the KKFI programs 
and services followed, facilitated by Mr. Rexan Dayao, 
KKFI Program Director.

There was a worship service led by Ptr. Floyd Alcantara 
where the members of the Day Center for Older Persons 
rendered a special song number.

The GCFA members and staff played with the children 
of the Child Development Center. The latter sang for 
them and then this was followed by gift giving and a 
fellowship lunch.

Next is the visit to the Manila North Cemetery where 
they played and taught the community children. The 
children and parents enjoyed the games and lessons. 
The GCFA board members personally helped serve the 
snacks of arroz caldo (congee) and pancit (noodles).

They went back to KKFI to have back massages and 
foot spa to relax their tired bodies.

The following day, they went to Gilead Center for 
�7�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�\���J�R�W���W�R���V�H�H���W�K�H���¿�V�K��
pond and farm. They also visit the dumpsite community 
where KKFI’s Kalinga Mo, KInabukasan Ko (Your 
Care, My Future), a program that provides educational 
and feeding services for marginalized children.

GCFA visitors teachinbg the children of the Manila North 
Cemetery



Gifts for Those Living Among the Dead
By Vincent Eliver

A Filipino registered nurse based in San Jose, California visited the Philippines to personally meet the children-
�E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�U�L�H�V���R�I���.�D�S�D�W�L�U�D�Q���.�D�X�Q�O�D�U�D�Q���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���,�Q�F�������.�.�)�,�����S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���L�Q���0�D�Q�L�O�D���1�R�U�W�K���&�H�P�H�W�H�U�\����
Ms Lilian Guansing, a member of the United Methodist Women’s Organization of Almaden Hills United Methodist 
Church, came to visit them with Ms Goodwill Mercado, assistant treasurer of the KKFI Board of Trustees, and 
three other companions. 

Guansing gave the children of Manila North Cemetery health kits, toys, clothes, and slippers, among others. She 
said she wanted to see them for herself after reading the magazine article, Living with the Dead in Manila, written 
�E�\���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���I�U�H�H�O�D�Q�F�H���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�W���3�D�X�O���-�H�I�I�U�H�\�����D���I�H�O�O�R�Z���8�Q�L�W�H�G���0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W�������,�W���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������������L�V�V�X�H��
of Response Magazine, a publication circulated in the United States and Europe. 

Jeffrey, a United Methodist missionary, travel to different countries writing feature stories about the plight of the 
children or people in extreme poverty in developing countries including Philippines. 

�*�X�D�Q�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�H�U���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q�V���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���Y�H�Q�X�H���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������������������D�W�������D���P�������D���I�X�O�O���K�R�X�U���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���D�J�U�H�H�G��
time, excited to hand the gifts they brought along to children of Manila North Cemetery. Hence, they had to wait 
at the gate for a go-signal to come in.

�7�Z�H�Q�W�\���¿�Y�H�� �.�.�)�,�� �S�U�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K��
undetermined number of children from the community, 
were there to meet them. The gift-giving ceremony was 
held inside a mausoleum. Needless to say, the small 
venue was packed to the brim with eager kids and 
curious residents of the cemetery.

The visitors interacted with the kids by joining in 
organized group games facilitated by Teacher Maya 
Villarosa-Cruz. Immediately, there was an immediate 
rapport between them as they hugged each other even 
in the middle of the games. 

Guansing introduced her companions and the group 
they represented to the children of the community and 
their parents who were present.  She led the visitors in 
personally giving the gifts to children, who were apparently pleased.

The kids shared their toys with their younger siblings after they got them. The parents thanked the visitors, who 
were even escorted by them to the car.

Ms. Lilian Guansing preparing for gift giving

Pre-schoolers from Manila North Cemetery eagerly 
awaiting their hygiene kits.
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Wheels of Hope 
By Rexan M. Dayao

�$�S�D�U�W���I�U�R�P���E�H�L�Q�J���D���.�.�)�,���V�W�D�I�I���P�H�P�E�H�U�����,���D�O�V�R���V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���L�Q���D���S�X�E�O�L�F���V�F�K�R�R�O���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���D���������P�R�Q�W�K���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S��
training I had the opportunity to undergo. 

The opportunity opened my eyes about inspiring and even harsh realities of the public school and the lives of the 
students. Most of them belong to a low income family, some have disabilities but still are interested in studying. 
One day, I was moved when I saw one of my students struggling to reach her classroom. A polio victim, she could 
not walk properly. She is also a little older at 15, compared to 9- or 10-year-old third graders. 

Come dismissal time, her mom would fetch her and the two of them would walk towards the gate with bowed 
�K�H�D�G�V�����+�H�U���Z�H�U�H���E�D�G�O�\���G�D�P�D�J�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���F�R�Q�V�W�D�Q�W���I�U�L�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H���À�R�R�U����

�,���N�Q�H�Z���,���K�D�G���W�R���G�R���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�������'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���Z�H�H�N���R�I���$�X�J�X�V�W��
������������ �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�V�N�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �D�� �Z�K�H�H�O�� �F�K�D�L�U�� �D�V�� �D�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�� �J�L�I�W���L�Q�� �D��
Facebook post. While some have responded, we weren’t able 
to raise enough funds to buy a wheel chair. 

Few weeks later, while talking to a network partner, one of 
our staff members asked if they had hearing aids since they 
are dealing with Persons with Disabilities. I also asked if they 
had a wheelchair and immediately related to her the situation 
of one of my students. 

I again asked if she can give it to Jessica, my student suffering 
from polio. She said, “Yes”. By 11 in the morning, we 
�L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���R�I�¿�F�H���L�Q���0�D�Q�L�O�D���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���W�R���:�H�V�W���)�D�L�U�Y�L�H�Z���(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���6�F�K�R�R�O�����0�\���K�H�D�U�W���Z�D�V��
beating fast as we got nearer to the school.

I saw Jessica while listening to her other teachers’ instruction. Then I told her, “Jes, do you still remember our 
promise that we are going to give you a wheel chair”. She said, “Yes”. 

I asked her to go outside the room where the wheelchair waiting for her. She sat down and smiled to us. That 
moment was priceless.

Before the day ends, I saw her mother looking at her outside the room while waiting for the class to end. She is 
thankful of the opportunity for Jessica to have ease of access in going to school, and for making her feel important 
and loved.

As they walk towards the gate during dismissal, their heads are no longer bowed, eyes are no longer ashamed. I 
saw hope in them as they move towards their dream with a new sense of inspiration. 

KKFI’s assistance goes far beyond our target communities. This experience shows that the institution is willing 
to bridge all the gaps to ensure that children in communities will have a decent life with a deeper sense of dignity 
and hope. 

   Jessica, middle, with his teacher Rex Dayao, right



KKFI Facilities

Dormitories
Dormitories for ladies & gentlemen

With aircon & non-aircon rooms

Hugh Wilson 
Hall 
Main 

Building

Nellie L. 
Mercado 
Ladies 

Dormitory

Hugh Wilson 
Hall 

Annex 1
for men

Gymnasium
for

sports
activities

Spacious
Garden

Multi-purpose 
Hall that can 
accommodate

up to 200 persons

Seminar Hall 
that can 

accommodate
up to 80 persons

Library

Spacious rooms & toilets

Please inquire at: 937 P. Paredes Street
   Sampaloc, Manila
Tel. Nos.: 7354661 / 7354663 / 2544454 / 7354153
�(�P�D�L�O�������N�N�¿�#�S�O�G�W�G�V�O���Q�H�W���R�U���N�N�¿���������#�\�D�K�R�R���F�R�P
Website:  kapatiran-kaunlaran.org

Spa & Beauty Center

Kapatiran-Kaunlaran Foundation, Inc.


